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Response to Intervention is a process that includes the provision of systematic, 
research-based instruction and interventions to struggling learners.  RTI is designed to 
diagnose a learners needs, address the needs, and provide intervention so that the student 
can master concepts successfully without having to wait for a traditional referral for 
learning disability. RTI is a general education service to be implemented in the regular 
educational setting. 
 
Universal Screening and Scores 
 
Russell-McDowell will universally screen every student with the STAR reading and math 
assessment. This assessment will provide immediate, norm-referenced data on our 
students’ reading skills and or math abilities.  Its purpose is to identify potential ‘at-risk’ 
students in the area of reading/math. MAP Data and additional Norm-Referenced 
Assessments will be used to correlate an at-risk need.   
 
Students, who score 3.1 or lower in 4th grade or 4.1 or lower in 5th grade at the beginning 
of the school year, or one year behind grade level at any time during the year may be 
considered for RTI. Those scores will be compared to class assessments and prior work 
to identify at risk qualification for interventions.   
 
Additionally, for behavior RTI, we will use our PBIS Model. If the positive supports 
given for all students are not effective, then the student will be given behavior 
interventions.  R-MIS will use office referrals, teacher documentation of infractions, and 
any other sources of information available to document behavior.  
Additionally, for behavior RTI, R-MIS will use a system of progress monitoring of 
behavior interventions toward behavioral goals for specific problem behaviors.   
 
 
RTI: Three Tier System   
 
Tier One:  Tier One includes instructional practices that are in place for all students in a 
group setting typically to be proactive and preventative. Common grade level measurable 
benchmarks are set in each class for mastery of content.  
 
If students are not meeting the required benchmarks for mastery level after 8 weeks of 
instruction through progress monitoring for academic or behavioral needs, the RTI team 
will meet to determine the level of supports needed, review the correlation of student 
performance in relation to the instruction provided, and possibly conduct observations to 
ensure the fidelity of the instruction in the classroom.   
 
 



Targeted Interventions 
 
Tier Two:  These populations of students, approximately 5% to 10%, are those students 
whose performance levels are significantly lower than the peers and will be given 
targeted interventions in reading/math/ and or behavior modifications. 
 
If students are not meeting the required benchmarks for mastery level after 8 weeks of 
instruction at the Tier Two phase, the RTI team will meet to determine the level of 
supports needed, review the correlation of student performance in relation to the 
instruction provided, and possibly conduct observations to ensure the fidelity of the 
instruction in the classroom.  The team will either decide to continue with Tier Two 
status for a period of time specified by the team or evaluate progress at a later date.  
However, the team may decide that this student is a candidate for Tier Three intervention. 
 
If the student remains with Tier Two interventions, Tier One interventions will still be 
appropriate for regular classroom instruction as well. 
 
 Intensive Interventions 
 
Tier Three:  This level will include approximately 1% to 5% of our student population. 
This level is for students identified with marked difficulties and have not responded to 
Tier One or Tier Two efforts. At this level, special education referral considerations can 
be made.  Additional testing may be warranted and student would continue to receive 
intense reading interventions to target skill deficits.   
 
 

RTI Team Membership at Russell-McDowell 
 

l Principal-the principal facilitates discussions, meetings, conducts classroom 
observations, aides in distributing services and resources, and assists in 
interpreting data results. 

l Referring Classroom teacher-This teacher provides evidence of student work, 
makes contacts with the parent/guardian about student progress, and suggests 
recommendations for the student. 

l General Education Teacher- This is another teacher, whenever possible, can 
provide support and knowledge about instruction, differentiation, and modeling to 
the classroom referring teacher. 

l Counselor-looks at the social and emotional well being of the student,  provides 
services when needed, and assists in data results. 

l Title One Teacher- This teacher, whenever possible, can provide support  and 
knowledge about instruction, differentiation, modeling, and instruction to the 
classroom referring teacher and the student. 

l Parents/Guardian-The parents role is to be available to provide support and input 
regarding the education of their child. 

 
 



Questions the RTI Team Answers 
 

l How large is the gap between the referred child's performances to his or her 
peers? 

l What universal approaches to differentiation have occurred to date? 
l Will continued exposure to the general curriculum and instruction be sufficient to 

meet the student's needs? 
l How much longer will the student remain at the current level of instruction before 

a decision on the success or failure is determined? 
l What measures of success have been used?  
l Who will design and implement further interventions? 
l When will the next meeting take place? 

 
 

 
 


